
Benjamin O. Davis sr 

 1877-1970



Early life and education
Davis was born in Washington, D.C., the third child of Louis P. H. It was believed presented evidence that 

Davis was born in May of 1880, citing a June 1880 census document. Fletcher concludes that Davis lied 

about his age so that he could enlist in the Army without the permission of his parents. The birth date that 

appears on Davis's gravestone at Arlington National Cemetery is July 1, 1877, the date he provided to the 

Army.

https://g.page/ArlingtonNatl?share

Davis attended M Street High School in Washington, where he participated in the school's cadet program. 

During his senior year of high school he took some classes at Howard University. His father, a messenger for 

the Interior Department, and his mother, a nurse, urged him to enroll in college after high school. Against his 

parents' wishes, he determined to pursue a military career.



Here is a video about who he is 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5OvEAZb0PVU&t=10s

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=benjamin+O.davis+sr+early+life+for+kids
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=benjamin+O.davis+sr+early+life+for+kids


After serving in the European Theater of Operations for more than a year, Davis returned to Washington, 

D.C. as assistant to the inspector general. In 1947 he was assigned as a special assistant to the Secretary of 

the Army. In this capacity, he was sent to Liberia in July 1947 as a representative of the United States for the 

African country's centennial celebration.

On July 20, 1948, after fifty years of military service, Davis retired in a public ceremony with President 

Harry S. Truman presiding. 6 days later on July 26, 1948, President Truman issued Executive Order 9981 

which abolished racial discrimination in the United States armed forces.

From July 1953 through June 1961, Davis served as a member of the American Battle Monuments 

Commission.

Davis died on November 26, 1970, at Great Lakes Naval Hospital in Chicago, Illinois, and was buried at 

Arlington National Cemetery.

In 1997, the U.S. 
Postal Service 
issued a 32-cent 
stamp honoring 
Davis

   Later life, death and legacy 



  FACTS!!!!

Did you know that he was the first black 
general in the british army 

The date he died was november 26 1970 and 
the date he was born was may 1880 

  



Thank
you

 By: zain muhammed


